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mind of Heinrich Bruening to know that there was no surer way
to make him lose his temper than to pity him.
By the time he met his colleagues again, he had recovered his
temper and could judge the situation coolly. His next move must
be determined by the cabinet. Would he resign or would he
provoke a first-class political crisis by defying the President to
remove him? Would he appeal to parliament and confront the
President with a majority? The impulsive Treviranus, true to the
traditions of the navy, wanted to fight; the rest were doubtful.
Without a unanimous cabinet behind him defiance was impossible
and in any case when it came to the point Bruening, despite the
bitter sense of betrayal, was too shrewd not to see the real traitors
and too loyal to have any pleasure in defying a superior officer.
And if one is not going to enjoy a fight it is on the whole better
not to start one. On May 30 the cabinet handed in its resignation.
It was a miserable ending to what had been a great effort.
After a long period of excessive adulation, there has been a com-
plete change in opinion, and Bruening is now saddled at once
with the responsibility for the actual plight of Germany and for
the destruction of the Republic. Both reproaches are unjust, the
former particularly so, for the present plight of Germany, in
comparison with the relative prosperity elsewhere, is due entirely
to the clumsy incompetence of her present rulers. There is more
substance in the second charge, but even that rests largely on
a deliberate misrepresentation of the situation. Government by
decree is not a practice to be indulged in by democracy, but the
German democracy took no steps whatever to provide any alter-
native. Before the end of Mueller's chancellorship the magnitude
of the coming crisis was plain, and it has been already said that,
once it was seen that a Socialist solution, its merits apart, could
not be applied, it was the duty of the Socialists to leave the
government. They did not do so, with the result that valuable
months were lost and every subsequent endeavour to stem col-
lapse was therefore made belatedly* There were only three possible
courses before the democratic leadership—a national coalition^
a bourgeois coalition or government by decree. The first was out
of the question not on Marxist grounds but simply on the facts

